                            Pennine Bridleway Relay

Leg 4. Summit to Whitworth.

5.5 miles 753 ft of climb. Fastest time 35.47.  slowest time 1.17.37.

This is the shortest leg with the least amount of climbing and should suit the speed merchants. There are no sustained climbs all of the climbing being short and sweet! The going underfoot is mostly good on tracks and gravel paths although the final section can be very muddy after wet weather!

         Start on the farm track where the track from Reddyshore meets Calderbrook Road at GR 944190. Turn right on the road, ignore the Pbw sign on the left which says Pennine Bridleway Chelburn as this is a direction sign for the southern section of the PB which takes you to Derbyshire .Our route carries on along the level tarmac road for another 100yds or so, after the airshafts for the railway on the right take the tarmac farm road which bears right to a gate and immediately left before the gate onto a narrow path between 2 walls as the farm road swings right. 
         Follow the narrow grassy/muddy path along between walls until you reach a tarmac lane and a cluster of houses and cottages. Follow the lane as it swings right and left then downhill to a sharp right hand turn by Calderbrook House with its wrought iron gates. Take the sharp right turn onto a stony lane climbing slightly and after ½ mile or so you will go through a large gate (often open) and after a short distance come to another  large gate with a farm over the wall on your left. Go through the gate and stay on the gravel path which goes straight ahead ( do not take the larger track which goes off right)  and is fairly obvious and there are PBW waymarking signs to be seen as it twists and turns and rises and falls slightly and crossing a stream at a small ford until after some distance you come to a large gate in the drystone wall. 
        Through the gate turn left along the stony track (a curious shaped hill can be seen directly in front of you at this point) continue along the track for some distance as it twists right and right again until you come to another large gate in the wall on the left. 
Turn left through the gate and follow the rough stony track which goes down to a gate and on towards Watergrove reservoir. 
         On reaching the main track near to the reservoir turn right and soon after right again through the gate or stile onto a cobbled lane. Continue along this lane passing through a gate part way up and then follow the track as it bends around to the left to descend to a large gate. 
           Carry on down the hill through the gate to cross a small bridge and a slight climb to another large gate in the fence. Through the gate turn right onto the narrow grassy path beside the fence. Follow the path along past two ponds on your right and then following the path as it goes left into a notch between two hills. This notch is obvious and is not easily missed and the path leads into it. 
        Follow the narrow path climbing through the notch in the hillside until it opens up to cross open moorland on a grassy sometimes muddy path only just obvious on the ground until you reach a gravel path. Turn left onto the path. Follow this gravel path as it winds and climbs its way past several farm ruins for some distance until it finally emerges at an open area with a large stony track directly in front of you with spoil heaps on your right. 
               Our route at this point goes left slightly and downhill onto a lower track which runs parallel to the main track on your right.  Carry straight on along this track for ½ mile or so heading towards the building on the skyline (Whitworth Golf Club) until you arrive at the checkpoint at the PBW finger post on the track just before the golf club at GR 893177.
If you have any problems with this written route description please email me Graham Wright at rossendaleharriers@sky.com 
