                            Pennine Bridleway Relay.

Leg 5. Whitworth to Waterfoot (Fearns School)

9.5miles 1390 ft of climb.Fastest time 58.25. Slowest time 1.54.06

This leg is notable for the mega long climb from Broadley along the Rooley Moor Road to the Top of Leach and the highest point on the Mary Towneley Loop. The terrain underfoot can best be described as mixed, mainly tracks with some short sections of road and a finish uphill on the road. The final mile or so does not follow the MTL exactly and this section will be marked . 

              From the changeover on the track at the PBW finger post head towards the clubhouse at the golf club. Turn left taking the track which passes to the left of the clubhouse. At the first fork in the track bear left alongside the golf course past two farmhouses on your right and then downhill on a stony/grassy path/track until at the bottom at the track junction with a house off to your left cross ( straight ahead) the access track going slightly left and right on a gravel path to meet another large stony track running alongside the drystone wall. 
          Turn right on the track running alongside the wall and shortly afterwards carry on straight ahead through a large gate. Go down the hill for a short distance on a rough track and just before the stone bridge ahead turn sharp right into an area of heather clad spoil heaps and dissused quarries now filled with water. Follow the narrow path which climbs slightly.  
         At the end the path emerges to meet a tarmac lane (Highgate Lane) Turn left down the steep road and right at the bottom onto Tonacliffe Road. At the next junction turn left onto Oakenshaw Avenue. This very short section of road takes you to the main A671 Rochdale to Bacup road where there is a pedestrian crossing. 
           Go straight across the road onto the gravel bridleway which bends left and right to run alongside the river Spodden. Take care not to cross the narrow footbridge at the bottom of the hill on your left but run alongside the small river on your left for 300yds to cross a larger bridge.

         Turn left to cross the bridge and left again on the other side onto a track which is the old railway line.  Shortly afterwards turn right across an open area then into the woods.

          (Take care here to make the right turn, do not go through the gate in front of you and down the old railway) Follow the path/track through the trees which climbs steeply to a large track. At the track turn left, soon to pass a red brick ruin on your left and continue climbing up the stony/partly cobbled lane to Prickshaw village. 
       Turn right onto a cobbled track leading past the renovated buildings on your right and follow the lane as it changes to tarmac to go firstly slightly downhill and then climb to a cattle grid at a cluster of houses. Over the cattle grid bear right ( the middle of three lanes) onto the stony track for ¼ mile until this lane/track meets the larger track at a cross roads which is the Rooley Moor Road. 
        Turn right and begin the long climb for some 2 miles or so, to the highest point on the Mary Towneley Loop. The climb at least is good going underfoot on either cobbles or stony/gravel sections and the views, if you have time to look are good ! 
        Eventually the track begins to descend and views of the Rossendale Valley open up before you. As the track descends it forks, take the track bearing left (take care not to carry straight on here, the waymarker  pointing straight on says Public Bridleway not Pennine Bridleway)

         After bearing left at this junction the route continues for 1.5 miles or so through Cragg quarries and is fairly obvious on a wide sometimes wet track through the old quarry spoil heaps. Continue along the track until you come to a large gate. Go through the gate straight ahead until as the track begins to descend bear right at a track junction following the track around the side of the hill to your right with a fence. At a large waymarking sign where the main track goes straight on, again bear right on a gravel track with the fenced off area on your right.

           At the large gate in front of you with a bridleway gate on the right  go through the bridleway gate and take the grassy/stony sometimes muddy track leading straight on then going right and left though fields and down the hill. Follow this track down through 3 large gates until meeting a concrete farm access road. 
           Bear right down the road past farm buildings on your right and sharp right at the bottom then sharp left upon meeting the tarmac road. Take care on this road as there are several blind corners to negotiate. 

            After ¼ mile and just after a cobbled turn on your left turn sharp right (waymarker for the PBW saying Waterfoot) cross the bridge over the river onto Bridge Street,run along Bridge Street (terraced houses on either side) and at the end turn left down the road. Do not carry on down the road as far as the road junction but turn first right onto a stony track through a garage colony. (this is a slight detour from the “official route) 
         Follow the track winding past the garages until it bends left past some houses and down to cross the river and meet the main road. Cross the road at the Pegasus crossing and run up Townsend Street and turn Right onto Mount Ave just before the Jolly Sailor Pub at the top. Run up Mount Ave. past the school and turn left then bear right at the top following a path by the black railings onto the main road  (Booth Road ) Run up the road until just before the road levels out turn left onto Hey Head Avenue. Go along the ave. for 100yds or so before turning right into the back gate of Fearns School and the finish at GR 842220.
If you have any problems with this written route description please contact me by email Graham Wright at rossendaleharriers@sky.com 
